teriumn grow on a synthetic agar medium containing NaNO2 as sole nitrogen source, a characteristic that may be useful in identification of fortuitum from other mycobacteria. The medium used was as follows: NaNO2, 1.38 g (0.02 M); KH2PO4, 0.5 g; MgSO4.7H20, 0.5 g; sodium citrate, 2.0 g; purified agar (Wako Pure Chemical Co. Osaka, Japan), 30 g; glycerol, 50 ml; and distilled water, 950 ml (pH was adjusted to 7.2 by addition of 10% NaOH). The medium was sterilized prior to addition of NaNO2 by autoclaving at 115 C for 30 min. NaNO2 was dissolved in distilled water at a concentration of 13.8%, sterilized by Seitz filtration (the same data were obtained by heating the NaNO2 at 100 C for 5 min), and added to the medium aseptically. Slants were prepared, and the medium was inoculated with one loopful of the stock cultures and incubated at 37 C. Growth was observed every week. A control medium without NaNO2 was employed, and growth was always decided by comparison with growth on the control medium. To avoid mistakes in reading, it was important to use a purified agar. 
